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"Oh, yes, she is,"'I said desperately. " But she
thinks work would make you forget."

"But why is the dried-up old cross-patch glaring at
me so?"

" That's just her English way," I said.

" Is she going to sweep or is she not ? "

"Look here, you must begin sweeping."

'' Not if she scowls at me so."

" Work! " Sister shouted in a frenzy of impatience.
" Sweep ! " She seized the broom from her and began
sweeping vigorously.

"The old hag is dotty," said the At.

"Whatis she saying? " asked Sister.

My small powers of invention began to fail. " They
don't sweep as well as that in Palestine," I said.

"They don't sweep at all, I expect. Judging from
her; they're an idle, dirty people. Now," she said,
thrusting the broom into the At's podgy hand,
"Sweep!"

The At reluctantly began sweeping, snuffling as
she went. Sister watched her for a moment with
folded arms. Then she walked briskly out of the
ward., As she disappeared the At made an incredibly
rude noise, smiled radiantly, and began sweeping
happily.

More wounded arrived each day and told their news,
so that we all knew the truth. Rommel had advanced
to within a day's drive of Alexandria, the fleet had left
for Haifa, and the relics of an exhausted Army weje
now determined to make yet another stand near a bit
of desert called El Alamein. Of all the visitors to the
ward only the Specialist and Sister, whom we now